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BIB 501 - 4 credits 

Pentateuch

A working knowledge of the Bible is an essential part of 
preparation for leadership, and indeed, for all of life. In 
this course you will study the Law books of the Old Testa-
ment, specifi cally Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers 
and Deuteronomy.

Objectives:

•     You will state the following information about each 
book of the Law:

3 Author

3 Time period covered (not specifi c dates but length 
of time)

3 Key words or phrases

3 Key events

3 Key characters

•     You will sketch the tabernacle in the wilderness with 
its furnishings.

•     You will quote ten verses of your choice from this sec-
tion of Scripture.

•     You will to state the ten commandments.

•     You will discuss at least three types or shadows of 
Christ found in the books of the Law.

Attitudinal:

•     As you study the repeated rebellion of man against 
God, you will develop a holy fear or awe of our pure 
God Who cannot allow sin to go unpunished. But a 
deep gratitude will also grow within you as you see 
the endless grace of God reaching out to restore His 
lost people and provide a way of redemption.

•     As you examine the lives of early men and women 
of God, you will begin to recognize successful and 

un suc cess ful patterns for responding to temp ta tions 
and trials. � eir example with increase your faith in 
the grace of God to keep you day by day.

•     Because Jesus is the theme of the entire Bible, you will 
see many types and shadows of His life, char ac ter, and 
redemptive death for us in the events and in di vid u als 
of the Old Testament. � e insights these types give 
you will cause a greater love and devotion to our Lord 
to grow within your heart.

Behavioral:

•     You may be convicted of areas of sin or laziness in 
your life. If you are, you will respond with re pen tance 
and fruit in keeping with that repentance. As you 
learn more about your Lord, you will learn more ways 
to please Him and through His grace you will become 
obedient to whatever He shows you.

•     As you hide God’s Word in your heart through mem-
 o ri za tion, you will be changed more and more into 
His likeness, from glory to glory!

Texts:

Required:

� rough the Bible by Mark and Patti Virkler

Wilmington's Guide to the Bible

� e Genesis Record by Henry M. Morris

� e Tabernacle of Moses by Kevin J. Conner

� e Feasts of Israel by Kevin J. Conner

Recommended:

a complete concordance, either Strong’s or Young’s

Manners and Customs of the Bible by James Free man

Description:
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Requirements:
    1.  Read all of the assigned chapters of the Bible and 

fi ll in chapter titles in the text. � ese titles are to 
come out of your heart, not simply copied from your 
Bible. Ask God to show you the essence of the chap-
ter and record it as a chapter title. � is will be a great 
help in keeping you focused on the text and tuned 
the Holy Spirit to grant you a “spirit of revelation.”

    2.  Answer the discussion questions in the text. 
� ese answers are to refl ect your prayerful medita-
tion on the questions and the Bible text. Keep in 
mind that this is a graduate level course, so your 
answers should dem on strate signifi cant biblical 
research and un der stand ing. � ese will be submitted 
to your instructor on the end of the course.

    3.  Read the entries in Wilmington's which corre-
spond to the assigned Bible reading.

    4.  Carefully study   e Genesis Record by Henry 
Morris in conjunction with your reading of the book 
of Gen e sis. 
a) First, read the assigned chapters of Scrip ture in 

a translation of your choice other than the King 
James Version, as that is what you will be reading 
as you study the Morris text. Enter the chapter 
titles into the Virkler text as you com plete this 
reading.

b) Second, prayerfully read the Morris text which 
corresponds to the assigned Scripture passages.

c) Finally, answer the discussion questions found in 
the Virkler text to the best of your ability.

    5.  Carefully read � e Tabernacle of Moses and � e 

Feasts of Israel by Kevin Conner as assigned.

    6.  Memorize one verse per week which especially 
speaks to you from the reading. � ese memory 
verses will also be included on the tests. 

    7.  Earn a least a “B” on all tests. � e objectives, 
graphs and discussion questions will form the basis 
of the test ques tions. � ese will not be open-book 
tests.

    8.  Research a topic of particular interest to you 
which is introduced in the Pentateuch. � is paper is 
to in clude intensive Biblical research, extra-biblical 
re search (as appropriate), personal refl ection, and 
per son al ap pli ca tion. It is to be Scripturally thorough 
and sound, as well as practically applicable. � e goal 

Standards for 

Grading As sign ments

As indicated below, “C” or 2.0 level work is 
con sid ered average. Leaders are not average 

people. You are there fore expected (required) 
to put forth the eff  ort necessary to demonstrate 
at least “B” (3.0) level work or higher on all as-
 sign ments which you submit. Any which do not 
will be returned to you with input from your 
instructor on how you can raise your grade to the 
ex pect ed level. A course grade will not be giv en 

until your assignments demonstrate that you 

have un der stood the ma te ri al presented in 

the course and al lowed your life to be trans-

 formed by the Spirit and the Word studied 
— the requirements for at tain ing a “B”.

Your individual assignments (notebooks, tests, 
re ports) will be graded according to the fol low ing 
standards. � ese grades will be averaged together 
to determine your course grade. Re mem ber, we 
are training leaders and leaders are above-aver-
age people. Your work will refl ect that.

“D”    •  Indicates barely passing work that is  
inferior to the average both in quantity  
and in quality.

          •  Manifests a lack of initiative or sense of 
responsibility or both.

“C”     •  Average work; either steady work of an
acceptable quality, or work of a high  
quality which is un even, irregular or  
fragmentary.

          •  May be mechanically or outwardly cor-
 rect but shows little refl ection upon or 
per son al assimilation of the material. 

“B”     •  Intelligently has fulfi lled the re quire ments  
of this course.

          •  Understands the subject matter presented  
and has ap plied it to his life in a limited  
manner but has not really made the truths  
his own.

“A”     •  Grasped the material with thoroughness,  
industry and correctness of detail. 

          •  Made the material his own by thinking  
about it and integrating it, using 
originality, natural ability, and insight.
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is for your life to be changed and shaped by your 
in creased knowledge and engrafting of the Word. 
Sub mit your proposed topic of study to your instruc-
tor by the end of Lesson Four. Your paper is to be a 
min i mum of ten typewritten pages, and is due in the 
fi nal lesson.
Following are some suggestions for research top-
ics.   ese are only suggestions. You may explore any 

sub ject the Spirit is stirring in your heart, which is 

re lat ed to the books under study.

1. Examine how the “law of fi rst mention” applies to 
one of the important biblical words listed in Ap-
 pen dix 6, page 687 of   e Genesis Record. Exam-
ine its full meaning and trace it through the rest 
of the Scrip tures. Don’t forget to make applica-
tion to your life.

2. � oroughly examine one of the “origins” discussed 
on pages 18 - 21 of   e Genesis Record. Trace the 
rev e la tion through Scripture. Examine extra-
Biblical records for comparative theories. Make 
practical ap pli ca tion to your life.

3. More deeply explore the signifi cance of Genesis 1:
1 in refuting man’s false philosophies concerning 
the origin and meaning of the world, as summa-
rized on page 38 of   e Genesis Record. Be sure 
to use primary sources for any statements of the 
beliefs of any par tic u lar theory.

4. Biblically analyze the various theories for the cre-
 ation of man: special creation (Biblically literal), 
the is tic evolution (God created through evolu-

tion), athe is tic evolution (evolution without the 
input of a God). Be sure to use primary sources 
for any state ments of the beliefs of any particular 
theory. What diff erence does the way man came 
into existence make to you or anyone today?

5. Biblically and scientifi cally explore the possibil-
ity of a global fl ood as described in Genesis. Can 
such a ca tas tro phe be logically accepted? What 
diff erence does it make?

6. Do extensive biblical research on one of the many, 
many types and foreshadows of Christ found in 
these books. Explain how the truths you discover 
prac ti cal ly aff ect your life. 

7. Do an intensive study of one of the sacrifi ces 
re quired of the Jews. Use Conner’s approach as 
out lined on page 6 of � e Feasts of Israel.

8. Do an intensive study of the Aaronic priesthood, 
or one specifi c aspect of it, such as vestments.

9. Do a study of the laws which governed one 
par tic u lar aspect of life. What laws were given? 
Why were they given? Are there reasons for the 
laws which are known today but which had to be 
obeyed by faith by the Jews? Do the laws make 
good scientifi c or  po lit i cal sense? Suggested areas 
of study: health and hy giene; sexual relationships; 
gov ern men tal structures.

10. Examine and discuss the history of one or more 
nations as a demonstration of Deuteronomy 28. 

Allow the Holy Spirit to lead you into an area in 
which He wants you to grow!
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Lesson One
Assignment to be completed:

Read Genesis 1 - 6 and fi ll in chapter titles. 

Read the corresponding entries in Wilmington's.

Carefully read pages xi - 162 of   e Genesis Record.

Answer discussion questions 1 and 2 in the Virkler text. 
Begin working on 5, 6 and 12.

Memorize a verse which the Spirit quickens to you.

Lesson Two
Assignment to be completed:

Read Genesis 7 - 17 and fi ll in chapter titles. 

Read the corresponding entries in Wilmington's.

Carefully read pages 163 - 336 in   e Genesis Record.

Answer Genesis discussion questions 3 and 4 in   rough 

the Bible. Continue working on 5, 6 and 12.

Memorize a verse which the Spirit quickens to you.

Be praying for direction on the subject of your re search 
paper.

Lesson   ree
Assignment to be completed:

Read Genesis 18 - 31 and fi ll in chapter titles. 

Read the corresponding entries in Wilmington's.

Read pages 337 - 492 and the Appendixes at the end of 
  e Genesis Record.

Answer Genesis discussion questions 7 - 9 in   rough the 

Bible. Continue working on 5, 6 and 12.

Memorize a verse which the Spirit quickens to you.

Be praying for direction on the subject of your re search 
paper.

Lesson Four
Assignment to be completed:

Read Genesis 32 - 50 and fi ll in chapter titles. 

Read the corresponding entries in Wilmington's.

Read pages 493 - 668 in   e Genesis Record.

Answer Genesis discussion questions 10 and 11 in 
  rough the Bible. Continue working on 5, 6, and 12.

Memorize a verse which the Spirit quickens to you.

Submit the proposed subject of your research paper to 
your instructor for approval.

Lesson Five
Assignment to be completed:

Read Exodus 1 - 20 and fi ll in chapter titles. 

Read the corresponding entries in Wilmington's.

Answer Exodus discussion questions 1 - 3, and 7 in 
  rough the Bible.

Memorize a verse which the Spirit quickens to you.

Learn the Ten Commandments (found in Exodus 20:3-17. 
You do not need to memorize this entire passage, just 
the specifi c commandments. For example, “� ou shalt 
not make unto thee any graven image...” is suffi    cient for 
number two.)

Prepare for test on Genesis and Exodus.

Lesson Six
Assignment to be completed:

Read Exodus 21 - 40 and fi ll in chapter titles. 

Read the corresponding entries in Wilmington's.

Answer Exodus discussion questions 3 - 7 in   rough the 

Bible.

Memorize a verse which the Spirit quickens to you.

Complete Test One and submit it to your instructor.

Begin working on your research paper.
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